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Executive Summary 
1.1 This consultation report details the key issues raised by stakeholders during 

the early engagement and non-statutory consultation for Glyn Taff Solar 

Farm and how Nadara and its team of consultants has responded to them. 

1.2 The consultation delivered was fully compliant with the consultation plan 

which can be found in Appendix 1.  

1.3 The early engagement took place between 21st February and 17th May 2024, 

and the non-statutory consultation took place between 10th June and 8th 

July 2024, with consultation events on 24th June and 25th June 2024. 
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1. Introduction 
2.1 This report and accompanying appendices constitute the early engagement 

consultation report prepared by Grasshopper Communications to support a 

DNS application for Glyn Taff Solar Farm, located approximately 2 km to the 

east of Pontypridd Town centre on the southern slopes of Eglwysilan Common. 

Site overview 

2.2 The scheme extends to approximately 101 hectares (ha) on the western slopes 

of Mynydd Meio, immediately to the southeast of Pontypridd Golf Club. 

2.3 The proposal for the 33.25MWac farm includes the construction of a ground-

mounted solar photovoltaic farm, associated landscaping works, 

infrastructure and access, located within the existing landscape of stone 

walls, hedgerows and woodland. 

2.4 The proposals include: 

• 39.9 Megawatt peak (MWp) 

• Two potential access routes; Bryntail Farm and Tir Cae-Mawr Farm. 

• 35-year project lifetime. 

• Construction expected to take 12 month 

Overview of consultation process 

2.5 Early engagement took place between Wednesday 21 February and Friday 17 

May 2024, and the four week non-statutory consultation took place between 

Monday 10 June and Monday 8 July 2024.  

2.6 Feedback has been analysed and, alongside the results of environmental 

studies and surveys, will inform the proposals that will be consulted on during 

the statutory consultation in Autumn 2024. Two in-person consultation events 

held on Monday 24 and Tuesday 25 June 2024, with invites sent to local 

residents by post, and to key stakeholders by email. 

2.7 Information about the proposal was made available during the consultation 

period via a project website, adverts placed in a local news publication, a 

postcard sent to local residents, and two public exhibitions held in accessible 

venues in settlements located immediately surrounding the site (Treforest and 
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Hawthorne). Consultees were encouraged to submit their feedback via 

email, feedback form (online and hard copies) or telephone. 
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2. Early Engagement 

Key stakeholder meetings 

Invitations  

3.1 Key stakeholders (refer to Appendix 2) were sent an email on Wednesday 21 

February 2024 to introduce the project and invite them to have a one-to-one 

meeting to discuss the proposals before the consultation enters the public 

domain. These stakeholders include local MP and MS, regional MS’s, the 

county council site ward members, and town council. 

Stakeholder meetings 

3.2 Four stakeholder meetings were organised and Renantis (who have since 

merged with Ventient Energy to become Nadara) gave a short presentation 

about themselves and the project and asked for any feedback on the draft 

Consultation Plan and engagement strategy (see Appendix 1).  

3.3 The following stakeholder meetings were held: 

Stakeholder meeting 1: Andrew RT Davies MS (Regional MS for South Wales 

Central)  

Date: Thursday 14 March 2024, 11:30am 

Venue: Online (Microsoft Teams) 

Key discussion points: 

• Andrew RT Davies was interested in the impact on local residents, and 

asked questions about PRoW, accessibility and timeline. 

• It was suggested that the consultation zone be expanded to include 

Tonteg and Church Village due to potential visual impact. 

• Notes of the meeting are attached as Appendix 3. 

Stakeholder meeting 2: Eleri Griffiths, on behalf of Heledd Fychan MS (Regional MS 

for South Wales Central)  

Date: Thursday 11 April 2024, 1pm 

Venue: Online (Microsoft Teams) 
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Eleri is a Community Case worker at Heledd Fychan’s constituency office and is 

also a member of Pontypridd Town Council. 

Key discussion points: 

• Eleri asked questions about local ownership, impact on agricultural use, 

what infrastructure will be required, impact on PRoW, and heritage. 

• It was suggested that the consultation zone should include Pontypridd due 

to the impact on Pontypridd circular walk which goes through/near the 

site. 

• Notes of the meeting are attached as Appendix 4. 

Stakeholder meeting 3: Pontypridd Town Council (site community council) 

Date: Thursday 25th April 2024, 6pm 

Venue: Online (Zoom) 

• Nadara attended an existing Town Council meeting to present to its 

members. 

• The three ward members for the site are members of the council, and 

attended this meeting: 

- Cllr Loretta Tomkinson - Upper Rhydfelen and Glyn-taf 

- Cllr Michael Powell - Trallwng 

- Cllr Steve Powderhill - Treforest 

Key discussion points: 

• After the presentation, the project team responded to the following 

questions raised on the following topics: 

- Flood Risk 

- Noise pollution 

- Visual impact 

- Access routes 

- Grid connection 

- Cable routes 

- Operational life 

- Restoration of the site after operation 

- Community benefit and the community benefit fund 

- Community ownership 

- Community engagement 

• Notes of the meeting are attached as Appendix 5. 

Stakeholder meeting 4: Alex Davies-Jones MP for Pontypridd 
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Date: Friday 17 May 2024, 1.30pm 

Venue: Online (Zoom) 

Key discussion points: 

• Alex asked how will nadara prevent the project from becoming an election 

campaign point in the general elections? 

• Alex provided her complete support for the project and offered to 

promote the project and provide any quotes needed for press or 

consultation materials. 

• Notes of the meeting are attached as Appendix 6. 
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Non-statutory consultation 
4.1 The non-statutory consultation on the emerging proposals for Glyn Taff Solar 

Farm took place for four weeks between Monday 10 June and Monday 8 

July 2024. This section provides a summary of the communications and 

engagement activity during the consultation.  

4.2 Throughout the consultation period, the developer was operation as 

Renantis, so all consultation materials were produced under the Renantis 

name and branding. The company has since merged with Ventient Energy 

to become Nadara. 

4.3 A variety of consultation tools and communication channels were used to 

encourage participation in the consultation from stakeholders and the local 

community which are set out below: 

Postcard 

4.4 A bilingual postcard introducing the emerging proposals and inviting 

residents to the consultation events for Glyn Taff Solar Farm was posted to a 

total of 10,835 properties (10,516 residential and 319 business addresses) in 

the defined consultation zone (approximately 6.76 square mile radius of the 

site shown in Appendix 7) and emailed to 105 identified stakeholders 

(including elected representatives, schools, community and interest groups) 

in the consultation zone and wider area listed in Appendix 8.  

4.5 The postcard gave a short introduction to the project, information about the 

upcoming public exhibitions, and provided project contact details (refer to 

Appendix 9.  

4.6 The postcard landed on doorsteps on Monday 10 June 2024 to launch the 

non-statutory consultation and gave two weeks’ notice of the consultation 

events. 

Website  

4.7 A website was set up at the start of the project to provide information about 

the site, proposals, who Renantis /Nadara are, consultation events, 

feedback mechanisms and contact details so local communities and 

stakeholders can find out more and comment on the emerging proposals: 

https://glyntaffsolar.co.uk/. A screen grab from the website is included in 

Appendix 10. 

https://glyntaffsolar.co.uk/
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Feedback form 

4.8 An online feedback form was produced to gather feedback during the non-

statutory consultation.  This was made available on project website at the start of 

the consultation. 

4.9 Hard copies were available at the face-to-face events and returned to the 

project team using the Grasshopper Freepost address. 

4.10 A copy of the feedback form is attached at Appendix 11. 

Advertising  

Newspaper advert 

4.11 An advert was placed in the Western Mail on Monday 10 June 2024 on page 

17 to advertise the public exhibitions (see Appendix 12).  

Public exhibitions 

4.12 The purpose of the exhibition events was to invite the local community to 

meet the project team and discuss the proposals at a venue privately rented 

by the Renantis/Nadara.      

4.13 The following consultation events took place: 

Date Time Venue Attendees 

Monday 24 

June 2024 

2pm to 7pm Treforest Community Centre, 

Pontypridd, CF37 1RX 

23 

Tuesday 25 

June 2024 

10am – 3pm Hawthorn Community Centre, 
Pontypridd, CF37 5LN 

41 

4.14 These venues were chosen because they had availability, space for the 

exhibition materials, disabled access, had good public transport links, 

parking onsite, and were central to the community and close to the site. 

4.15 Renantis / Nadara would have preferred to hold one of the events in 

Rhydyfelin, the community closest to the site, however no venues in that 

area had availability on the selected dates. 

Treforest Community Centre 
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Hawthorn Community Centre 

   



   

 

   grasshopper-comms.co.uk 
12 

   

4.16 There were 22 exhibition boards (11 Welsh and 11 English) with the following 

information: 

• Board 1: Welcome – welcome to the event, introduction to the developer, 

contact details, and map area with red line boundary of the site. 

• Board 2: The proposal – information about the proposal and detailed diagram 

showing planned solar array placement. 

• Board 3: Hydrology and transport – statements on impact on hydrogeology 

and transport, including a map detailing possible access routes. 

• Board 4: Landscape and visual – information on the result of the Landscape 

and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) and mitigation tactics. 

• Board 5: ZTV – map of the zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV). 

• Board 6: Hydrology and transport – statements on impact on hydrogeology 

and transport, including a map detailing possible access routes. 

• Board 7: Visualisations – images showing computer generated visualisations 

of the solar farm from different viewpoint from the surrounding area. 

• Board 8: Visualisations – images showing computer generated visualisations 

of the solar farm from different viewpoint from the surrounding area. 

• Board 9: Heritage and archaeology – statements on results of heritage and 

archaeological assessments, including a heritage destinations map. 

• Board 10: Ecology and noise – information about ecology implications and 

enhancement and noise assessments.  
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• Board 11: Community benefits – the developer’s commitment to local 

community, and the wider benefits the project will bring. 

4.17 The boards were produced and displayed in English and Welsh at each of 

the venues. The exhibition boards are attached as Appendix 13. 

4.18 Feedback forms and freepost envelopes were available at the events to give 

attendees.  

4.19 Each exhibition included two bilingual pull up banners with information on 

Renantis’ UK operations, including energy production statistics. 

    

4.20 Events were held at different times of the day to allow the most opportunity 

for local people to attend around their work/life schedules. 

4.21 The following key issues raised during the events were: 

The project 

The project 

• Will there be power lines? 

• Are the panels storm resistant? 

• Why can’t we invest in marine energy instead? 

• Will batteries be used? 

• Is there a lot of maintenance? 

• How will the panels be recycled? 

Community impact 

• Concern around loss of recreational area for the community   

• Would like to see something built there and additional facilities for 

recreational use for residents (eg. structure with seating/shelter) 

• Concern around impact on value of nearby homes. 

 

Heritage 
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• To say there is no heritage is problematic – the site is where Williams 

Price lived who opened the first crematorium in Wales. 

• Concern around proximity to the graveyard. 

 

Environmental impact 

• Concern around impact on badgers in the area (there is a set to the 

North of the site). 

• What happens to the grass under the panels? 

• Concern around removal of trees and hedgerows. 

• Concern raised around contamination of local spring water supply. 

Flooding 

• The mountain suffers from bad flooding already – how will this impact 

on flooding and will more drainage be added? 

Security 

• Will there be CCTV/how will it be monitored? 

• What fence will be used? 

Access 

• Concern around impact on PRoW - Will the PRoW be improved/ 

maintained? 

Traffic and Transport 

• Concern around damage caused to access road – will the road be 

improved at all as the existing road is not well looked after? 

• Concern around construction access and impact of traffic during the 

construction period (access, disruption, noise etc.) 

• Concern around the amount and frequency of traffic. 

 

Visual impact 

• General concern around visual impact. 

• Will there be mitigation on visual impact? 

• How far from properties do solar farms have to be? Is there a law on 

this? 

• Would like to see additional viewpoint visualisations – can viewpoints 

from specific houses be requested? 

• Why is such a large fence needed – this will have a worse visual 

impact than the panels and is not needed. 

• Concern around glare from panels. 

• Smaller clusters of solar panels would be preferred to minimise visual 

impact. 
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The consultation  

• Noted that the size of the site has been publicised differently in 

different places – on the postcard it is 79h and on the website it is 

101ha. 

- Noted some confusion around language used around the size of the 

site (hectares).  What is the equivalent in acres or is there a real-life 

comparison that can be made for easier understanding (eg. XX 

amount of football fields). 

• Website isn’t fully bilingual and had issues with the Welsh translation. 

• One person had issues with seeing the boards properly due to the 

glare from the stand sleeves and suffering from an eyesight issue 

(Irlen syndrome). 

• No maps with contours provided at first event so difficult to 

understand the geology of where the panels are going. 

• Check colour of maps and visualisations and make sure they are 

clear. 

 

Community Benefit Fund 

• Treforest FC – need help engaging with a more diverse community 

than they are previously used to and identified the following 

opportunities: 

▪ Opportunity to invest in better changing room facilities to 

cater to other religions beliefs around public nudity 

▪ Help to publicise the club with local residents and increase 

involvement 

• Funds are usually administered through RCT Council  

• Interlink is another option for administering the fund. 

• Meadow Street Community Garden could benefit from the fund 

• A local pub near the site was closed a couple of years ago (couldn’t 

remember the name) – may be an opportunity for the community 

benefit fund to get this up and going again. 

• Interest voiced in community buy-in/BENCOM option 

• How will RCT benefit from the community benefit fund? 

 

Summary of feedback 

Emails / telephone enquiries 

4.22 A total of 7 emails and 1 phone call were received during the non-statutory 

consultation with: 

• 4 giving feedback on the consultation 
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• 3 consultation related enquiries  

4.23 The following key issues raised were:  

• Will the project reduce local residents’ electricity bills? 

• The incorrect venue had been advertised in the email sent to key 

stakeholders. 

• Contamination of private water supply. 

• Concern around impact of transport and access to the site. 

• Size of site is advertised differently on the postcard compared to the 

website. 

• Noise pollution. 

• Community benefit. 

• Site location choice. 

• Impact on biodiversity and biodiversity gain. 

• What other projects nadara has in Wales. 

• Current use of the land. 

• Size of the site. 

• Consultation plans. 

 

Feedback forms 

4.24 During the non-statutory consultation, 11 feedback forms were completed 

online or returned using the freepost address. Copies of these feedback 

forms are attached as Appendix 11.   

4.25 No Welsh feedback forms were received. 

Demographic 

4.26 Roughly 2/3 of respondents were 45 years old or above. 
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Figure 1. Age Breakdown of respondents in years 

4.27 55% of respondents were male, and a further 36% were female. 

 

Figure 2. sex breakdown of respondents in years 

4.28 Roughly 80% of respondents were white/British, and the further 20% either 

preferred not to say or didn’t respond. 

 

Figure 3. race breakdown of respondents in years 

4.29 The purple markers on the map below show where the respondents live in 

comparison to the site (redline boundary): 

55%36%

9%

Male

Female
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82%

9%
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Figure 4. Map of location of respondents in comparison to the site 

Consultation 

4.30 Of those who responded to the statement: ‘Wales needs to generate more 

electricity from renewable sources’; almost 100% were either strongly 

supportive or supportive.  

 

Figure 5. support for renewables by respondents 

73%

27%

Strongly support

Support
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4.31 Of those who responded to the statement: ‘Solar farms are a good way to 

generate renewable energy’; over 4/5 (82%) were either strongly supportive 

or supportive, and under 10% were opposed. 

 

Figure 5. support for solar farms by respondents 
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3. Main issues raised during non-

statutory consultation  
4.32 Key considerations respondents thought should be taken into account as 

the proposals were developed for Glyn Taff Solar Farm included:  

Issue Raised Consequent actions 

Biodiversity  

Biodiversity net benefit: The negative impact that 

agricultural grazing can have on biodiversity was 

brought up by some respondents, commenting 

that a solar farm on this land is a good 

opportunity to reintroduce native plant species 

and bring forward net benefit for biodiversity. 

A solar farm is a dual operational use of 

agricultural land that can facilitate both 

renewable energy production and sheep 

grazing. A Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

and Landscape & Ecological Management 

Plan will accompany the EIA which will set 

out details on planting including native 

species hedgerows etc. The proposal will 

result in a net gain for biodiversity protecting 

/ establishing ecological corridors and 

reinforced naturally defined boundary 

treatment where appropriate.  

Impact on wildlife: Concern was voiced on the 

impact the solar farm would have on wildlife, with 

the panels blocking the sun causing fauna to die 

and impacting on habitats for insects and 

mammals. 

The potential impact on wildlife has been 

carefully considered through comprehensive 

ecological assessments. The design of the 

solar farm ensures that sunlight can still reach 

the ground between and beneath the 

panels, allowing vegetation to thrive and 

supporting local ecosystems. The project 

incorporates biodiversity enhancements, 

including wildflower meadows, improved 

hedgerows, and dedicated habitat areas to 

support insects, birds, and mammals. These 

measures will help to maintain and enhance 

biodiversity, creating a net ecological benefit 

over time. 

Badgers: One response mentioned that there is a 

badger set close to the site to the North of the 

golf course, which is in contradiction to the claim 

that there are no badger sets within 2km of the 

site. 

All ecological surveys were conducted by 

qualified professionals in accordance with 

best practice guidelines, thoroughly assessing 

local wildlife and habitats. Where necessary, 

appropriate mitigation measures will be 

implemented to protect and support 

biodiversity. We acknowledge this feedback 

and will review any additional information to 

ensure our findings remain accurate and up 

to date. 

Climate change  
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Support for renewables: Multiple respondents 

voiced their support for clean energy and the 

need for renewable energy to help us move 

towards a sustainable future. 

We acknowledge the strong public 

endorsement for clean energy initiatives and 

recognize the critical role renewable energy 

plays in achieving a more sustainable future. 

Community benefit  

Community benefit fund: A range of ideas for the 

community benefit fund were suggested, 

including: 

1. Making use of unutilised land owned by 

Pontypridd Golf Club. 

2. Working with local schools, colleges and 

universities to promote solutions to the 

climate crisis and careers in the 

renewables sector. 

3. Providing funding to Treforest FC to help 

them: 

- Build an artificial pitch 

- Provide materials for pitch maintenance 

- Renovate the changing rooms 

- Energy assistance (eg. provide solar 

panels/batteries) 

- Assist with local engagement to get a 

diverse range of children involved. 

Glyn Taff Solar Farm will provide a fund of 

£500 per MW capacity which will be 

distributed to the Pontypridd community for 

onward investment into local projects, groups 

and initiatives. This is equivalent to £630,000 

over the lifetime of the project.   

 

 

Additionally, the project continues to 

welcome feedback on how it may provide 

further support to areas such as  community 

groups, services and charities, as well as 

supporting local employment opportunities 

during the construction and into operation.  
 

 

Job creation: Respondents would like to see the 

project employ local people where possible 

during the construction and operation of the 

project, with a need for good, stable, well-paid 

jobs in the area. 

The relationships we forge with local suppliers 

help our projects to become successful and 

provide valuable economic benefits through 

inward investment. This ensures that, where 

possible, local people are employed during 

the construction and operation of the 

project.   

Local electricity use: Some responders think that 

100% of the energy produced should remain in 

the local electricity network and should benefit 

the communities most affected by the solar farm. 

While the solar farm will supply energy to the 

national grid, contributing to the overall 

transition to renewable energy, we 

understand the interest in ensuring local 

benefits. Although it is not possible to 

guarantee that all electricity remains within 

the immediate area due to the way the 

energy network operates, the project will 

look to bring positive impacts to the local 

community in other areas as set out in the 

Community Benefit fund responses above  

Reduced energy prices: Some people would like 

to see reduced energy prices for the surrounding 

community who will be most affected by the solar 

farm. 

Whilst we understand the desire to ensure 

benefits from the project are felt locally, 

energy prices are currently set at a national 

level and not directly controlled by individual 

projects. The addition of renewable energy 

does however help to strengthen energy 
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security and contribute to long-term price 

stability.  

Community ownership  

What is community ownership?: One person 

asked for an explanation as to what community 

ownership is and how it would work for this 

project. 

We are actively exploring opportunities for 

community ownership of Glyn Taff Solar Farm.  
Community ownership models in renewable 

energy projects can provide local benefits by 

allowing residents to have a stake in the 

development, generate revenue for 

community initiatives, and promote long-

term sustainability. There are various 

approaches, such as co-operative models, 

shared investment schemes, or community 

benefit funds, each offering different levels of 

involvement and return.  
 

 
Whilst we continue to access the viability of 
the various options available, we also 
welcome feedback on which proposed 
structure would provide the most practical 
benefit to the community.  

Interest in community ownership: Multiple people 

saw the community ownership offering as a 

positive thing and a way of keeping the financial 

benefits from the solar farm in the community 

most impacted by it. 

Community ownership ideas: A range of ideas 

and suggestion were given for the community 

ownership offering, including: 

1. This needs to be affordable so that it is 

inclusive, and everyone can afford to 

purchase a stake. 

2. This should include residents from the 

Senghenydd Valley. 

3. Local schools should be included in 

the community ownership process. 

4. It needs to have the support of the 

whole community to be worthwhile. 

Against community ownership: One response 

questioned how 3000 people in the local 

community of Pontypridd own and benefit from a 

solar farm. 

Consultation  

Event location: One respondent would have liked 

to have seen a consultation event held in 

Pontypridd Town Centre which would have been 

easier to access for them. 

The consultation events were strategically 

held at Treforrest Community Centre and 

Hawthorn Community Centre in June 2024 to 

ensure accessibility for a broad catchment 

area while maintaining proximity to the 

subject site. These locations were selected to 

balance convenience for local residents and 

stakeholders with the need for meaningful 

engagement. However, we appreciate the 

suggestion regarding Pontypridd Town 

Centre and will take it into consideration for 

future consultation events to enhance 

accessibility.  

Event: One person gave his appreciation of the 

openness of the team members he spoke to at 

the event who answered all of their questions and 

put their mind at ease about the development. 

These comments are noted and welcomed 
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Consultation materials: One person would have 

liked information to be provided in a more 

accessible format such as a consultation 

brochure that they could take away from the 

event. 

The projects approach to stakeholder 

engagement are wide ranging including 

public events, press releases and project 

postcards,  a project website and direct 1-1 

engagement. Where possible, it has been a 

conscious decision however to limit the 

amount of hardcopy project literature to 

lower wastage and support the projects 

sustainability objectives.   

Information: One person commented that some 

of the project information was not aligned 

between consultation materials, stating the size of 

the site and the lifetime of the project was 

different on the website compared to the 

postcard received through the door. 

The project strives to ensure consistency 

across all consultation materials and we 

regret any discrepancies that may have 

occurred. Despite community feedback 

resulting in numerous design refinements, the 

project details, including site size and 

lifespan, have been updated and are 

outlined in the official documentation. 

Welsh language: A Welsh language speaker 

asked why the information was not available in 

Welsh. 

All exhibition boards were providedbilingually to 
facilitate Welsh speakers. Notably, a member of our 
team was also present at the two public exhibitions 
available for translation and communications in 
Welsh.  

Visualisations: One person claimed that the 

visualisation only show the good things (panels 

and sheep), but aren’t showing other disruptions 

such as the construction impacts, cable routes, 

access routes, and other infrastructure. 

The visualisations are intended to provide a 

representative view of the proposed solar 

farm, focusing on its long-term appearance 

within the landscape. While they do not 

depict temporary construction activities, all 

aspects of the development, including 

access routes, cabling, and associated 

infrastructure, are fully considered in the 

planning application and supporting 

documentation. Construction impacts will 

also be managed through a detailed 

Construction and Environmental 

Management Plan to minimise disruption 

Environmental considerations  

Noise pollution (construction): A concern was 

raised about the impact of noise in the valley 

during the 6 months of construction. 

We recognise the concern regarding 

potential noise during the construction 

phase. A Noise Impact Assessment has been 

conducted as part of the planning process to 

assess and mitigate any potential effects. 

Construction activities will be strictly 

managed through a Construction and 

Environmental Management Plan, which will 

include measures such as limited working 

hours, noise reduction strategies, and 

ongoing monitoring to minimise disruption. 

Importantly, as the construction period is 

limited to approximately six months, any 
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noise impact will be temporary and carefully 

controlled. 

Noise pollution (operation): The impact of the 

noise produced by the panels was a concern of 

one of the survey responses. 

Similar to the above the EIA will be 

supplemented by a comprehensive Noise 

Impact Assessment. That said, it is worth 

noting that unlike traditional power 

generation methods that rely on mechanical 

components such as turbines or engines, 

solar photovoltaic (PV) systems operate 

silently by harnessing the sun’s energy 

through semiconductor materials. 

Hydrology  

Water pollution: A resident was concerned about 

the pollution of water courses on the mountain, as 

some residents do not have mains water supply 

and rely on private supplies to natural springs for 

their water consumptions. They queried what 

would happen if their water supply was polluted. 

Protecting local water sources is a priority of 

the project, and we are committed to 

implementing strict environmental measures 

to prevent any risk of contamination. A 

comprehensive flood risk and drainage 

impact assessment plan will accompany the 

EIA incorporating robust drainage and 

pollution control strategies to safeguard 

watercourses. In addition, regular monitoring 

during construction and operations will be 

conducted to ensure full compliance with 

environmental regulations. 

Landscape and visual impact  

Glare from panels: A question was asked about 

whether there would be any glare or reflection 

form the solar panels? 

The EIA will be supplemented by a 

comprehensive Glint and Glare Assessment. 

Notably, modern solar panels are designed 

to minimize glint and glare through 

advancements in technology and materials. 

Most photovoltaic (PV) panels are coated 

with anti-reflective materials that significantly 

reduce the amount of sunlight reflected off 

their surface. Additionally, solar panels are 

designed to absorb as much light as possible 

to maximize energy efficiency, meaning they 

reflect very little light compared to other 

surfaces 

Impact on green land: Some responses were 

concerned about the loss of green land, and the 

visual impact of the black solar panels on the 

landscape. 

As noted in the EIA Screening Response, the 

lands are not associated with Best & Most 

versatile land. That being said, it should be 

noted that solar farms operate as a 

temporary use accompanied with a 

comprehensive decommissioning plan to 

revert the lands to its former use.  

Impact on view: Some people are concerned 

about the visual impact of the solar farm in terms 

of how visible the location is, and the impact this 

The EIA will be accompanied with a 

comprehensive Landscape & Visual Impact 

Assessment including photomontages which 
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will have on the views of many residents in the 

surrounding area. One person made specific 

reference to considering the visual impact from 

residential areas.  

Others were reassured that the site is not in a 

prominent hilltop position and it would be partly 

shielded by existing trees and hedgerows so visual 

impact would be minimal.  

Another requested that the proposal be designed 

and implemented in a way that does not detract 

from the unspoiled nature of the are which is an 

important ‘escape to nature’ for many residents. 

will illustrate how the proposal will integrate 

into its rural setting. The LVIA will also set out a 

series of mitigation features which will be 

incorporated into the design approach 

including appropriate screening, boundary 

treatment and appropriate layout 

arrangements as suggested in the 

observations raised during the pre-

application community consultation.  

The project  

Alternative energy: One person voiced their relief 

that this is a solar project rather than a wind 

project, as wind projects have a greater visual 

impact. 

We acknowledge the strong public 

endorsement for clean energy initiatives and 

recognize the critical role renewable energy 

plays in achieving a more sustainable future. 

Solar: Some responses voiced their support for 

solar as a sustainable form of energy generation, 

and that they the positives of the project 

outweigh the negatives. 

One person is opposed to the project and would 

like to see it done elsewhere. 

Transport and access  

Access routes: Multiple people voiced concern 

about accessing the site as the lanes are narrow, 

and they want more information on how this will 

be managed. 

The EIA will be accompanied by a 

comprehensive Construction Traffic & 

Management Plan. The specific details of 

access arrangements are to be agreed. That 

said, traffic management will be carefully 

planned to minimise any localised disruption 

including traffic control measures, 

operational hours and traffic calming.  

Construction traffic: Some residents voiced 

concern about disruption caused by traffic during 

the construction period, especially due to existing 

congestion issues and especially around school 

times. 

One person asked if there would be lorries going 

up and down the lane for 6 months. 

The EIA will be accompanied by a 

comprehensive Construction Traffic & 

Management Plan. The specific details of 

access arrangements are to be agreed. That 

said, traffic management will be carefully 

planned to minimise any localised disruption 

including traffic control measures, 

operational hours and traffic calming. 

 

PRoW: Suggestions were made for maintaining 

and improving PRoW through and near the site to 

improve amenity, through preserving and clear 

marking footpaths. 

All public rights of way will be appropriately 

integrated into the proposed solar farm 

incorporating suitable buffer areas and 

security fencing to ensure that these will 

remain free from development and 

protected during all stages of the project 

lifespan.  
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Summary and conclusion 
5.1 This consultation report successfully documents the actions taken by the 

nadara to undertake the non-statutory publicity and consultation set out by 

Article 8 of the Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) 

Order 2016. However, the report also demonstrates the applicant’s 

willingness to go beyond what is deemed ‘statutory’ in this context.  

5.2 The responses to the consultation have been documented and will be 

considered and acted upon by the applicant leading into the statutory 

consultation. 

5.3 This report demonstrates the activities undertaken by the Applicant in both 

undertaking the consultation in line with the relevant legislation and also 

where the Applicant has utilised best practice guidance in taking further 

steps in engaging with interested parties.  

5.4 Furthermore, the report identifies how the consultation responses received 

have been addressed – either by answering the questions posed and 

making reference to other application documents or explaining how the 

proposed development (whether that be the methodology, assessment or 

other feature) has been altered to account for this. 

5.5 It is considered by Nadara that the consultation process was essential and 

valuable in respect of both obtaining and understanding feedback on the 

project and implementing changes prior to consulting with the community 

again during the statutory consultation later this year, where appropriate. 

5.6 Importantly, the non-statutory consultation process has identified and 

addressed matters raised by consultees ahead of the pre-application 

consultation and submission of the application to PEDW. This process and 

the content of this report demonstrates how the Applicant has considered 

the matters raised, resulting in a more refined scheme for consideration. 
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